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April 2, 2025 

President Donald J. Trump 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Trump:  

We celebrate the arrival of true and decisive leadership in the White House. As a large coalition of 
conservative human rights and religious freedom advocates, Save the Persecuted Christians and our 
partners are eager to work with your America First administration to combat escalating anti-Christian 
sentiment, discrimination, harassment, and persecution at home and abroad. 

In America, your out-of-the-gate Executive Orders to stop the weaponization of the federal government to 
discriminate against American Christians, set up a Faith Office in the White House, end taxpayer-funded 
abortions, expand education options for families, recognize only two genders, and reject men in women’s 
sports is having great impact. Thank you. 

You have also moved quickly to strengthen and reign in the U.S. Department of State (DOS) and unravel a 
massive web of deceit and corruption at the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), which 
you have rightly moved under the direction of Secretary of State Marco Rubio. We commend you, 
President Trump, for your commitment to accountability and effectiveness in America’s diplomatic service. 
As you know, countries that prioritize equal protection under the law for all citizens are natural allies for 
America, but those who have a tiered system of justice, such as authoritarian Communist countries and 
Islamic republics, are not. 

With your first National Security Strategy released in December 2017, you elevated religious freedom as a 
national security priority. You defeated ISIS in short order. And, unlike other silent Western Civilization 
leaders, you highlighted the plight of persecuted Christians at the United Nations and in the White House. 
You went to bat for the release of American pastor Andrew Brunson, who was unjustly detained in Turkey. 
You gathered world leaders for the very first International Ministerial on Religious Freedom. And you 
rightly designated the deadliest country for Christians, Nigeria, as a Country of Particular Concern, which, 
tragically, the Biden administration reversed. Toward the end of your first term, on June 2, 2020, with 
Executive Order 13926, you directed the Secretary of State to prioritize international religious freedom in 
the planning and implementation of United States foreign policy and the foreign assistance programs of the 
Department of State, USAID and other federal agencies. 

As you enter your second term, the persecution of Christians worldwide once again is skyrocketing.  

According to the 2025 World Watch List from Open Doors, an annual ranking of the 50 countries where 
Christians face the most extreme persecution, more than 380 million suffer high levels of persecution and 
discrimination for their faith. In 2018, that number was 215 million. That’s an increase of 57 percent over 
eight years. Sharia supremacists are the root cause of much of this suffering.  
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We have hope that with the new Trump administration, we will finally begin to see these numbers decrease 
year-over-year. Toward that end, we recommend the following executive actions: 

1) Continue to advance Religious Freedom as an America First national security and foreign policy 
priority. Your 2020 Executive Order on International Religious Freedom (EO 13926) was not 
rescinded and is still in force. It should be reiterated as a whole-of-government strategy and fully 
implemented. Congress should be urged to give it statutory authority. 
 

2) Fully implement the 1998 International Religious Freedom Act, as amended by the 2016 Frank R. 
Wolf International Religious Freedom Act. 

a. The Secretary of State must adhere strictly to the law, naming Countries of Particular Concern 
based solely on evidence of religious freedom violations and whether they meet the legal threshold. 
 

 -  The 1998 International Religious Freedom Act doesn’t provide for other considerations 
beyond these facts, though it allows the president to weigh other factors when determining 
presidential actions.   

 
b. Cease the routine use of waivers that exempt Countries of Particular Concern from the 
presidential actions mandated by the 1998 International Religious Freedom Act. Instead, as the law 
requires, targeted Global Magnitsky visa and financial sanctions should consistently be levied on 
"foreign government officials responsible for especially severe violations of religious freedom." 
 

- Whenever feasible, work to secure a formal, enforceable agreement with a foreign 
government identified as a Country of Particular Concern, requiring that government to 
stop—or take meaningful steps to address and eliminate—specific actions, policies, or 
practices that violate religious freedom, as permitted under the International Religious 
Freedom Act of 1998. Waivers should only be given to such a country and its leaders if 
its government has signed such an agreement. Additionally, the President could notify 
any government that meets the criteria for designation as a Country of Particular 
Concern, but has not yet been officially labeled as such, that the United States will 
designate it unless it enters into a binding agreement. 
 

- Make sure that embassy staff in the Country of Particular Concern understands what 
the designation entails. 
 

- Focus on collaborative efforts with foreign governments to enhance conditions, 
especially when those governments show a willingness to cooperate. 
 

- Prohibit the Executive Branch from engaging with a registered lobbyist if its client 
country has been designated a Country of Particular Concern. 
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c. Quickly appoint an America First Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom. 
The post of AAL for IRF can be a key contributor to US foreign policy advancing US values 
worldwide. 
 
d. Appoint a Special Advisor on International Religious Freedom to the National Security Council 
staff at the director level within the President’s Executive Office, just as you did in your first term 
in office. 
 

- The 1998 International Religious Freedom Act amended the National Security Act of 
1947 to express Congress’s intent for this role. 
 
- The 2016 Frank R. Wolf International Religious Freedom Act (PL 114-281) reinforced 
this expectation. 
 
- In the 25 years since the passage of IRFA, this position has been filled only once, by you, 
in February 2020. 

  
 

3) Protect Americans from “Enemies Within.” Designate the Muslim Brotherhood as a terrorist 
organization. Identify and designate non-profit organizations acting as influence groups raising 
support for the Muslim Brotherhood. The last Administration’s foreign policy showed that 
sympathizers with Muslim extremist groups intent on overthrowing the US governmental system 
are operating inside of our government. End the infiltration of Muslim Brotherhood apologists and 
operatives working within our federal government. 
 

4) Issue a Memorandum to resolve the R1 religious workers’ visa backlog. The backlog for religious 
worker visas has been growing since April 2023, when the Biden administration changed certain 
visa application processes. The backlog affects religious workers' ability to serve U.S. faith 
communities and can lead to clergy shortages. In April 2023, the Department of State (DOS) 
stopped separating out immigrant visas for those born in El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras. Instead, the DOS merged applicants from those countries into the same pool as R-1 
religious workers. Meanwhile, that pool's annual cap for green cards remained at 10,000. Religious 
organizations are feeling the strain, with disruptions in pastoral care and a potential shortage of 
clergy. This exemplifies Public Law No: 114-281 (12/16/2016), also known as the Frank R. Wolf 
International Religious Freedom Act, in which Members of Congress state that “a foreign country's 
practice of routinely denying visa applications for religious workers can be indicative of a poor 
state of religious freedom in that country.” In this case, the poor state of religious freedom was the 
Biden Administration causing harm to American faith communities. 
 

5) Make allowance for those seeking asylum in the U.S. due to violent, anti-Christian persecution to 
come to the U.S. and stay here while they are in danger. 
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6) Commit to publicly addressing religious freedom violations in meetings with foreign state leaders. 
To this day, our colleagues in Nigeria refer to your meeting with then President Muhammadu 
Buhari when you asked him in front of the media about the suffering Christians in that country. 
That simple action had a great impact. For a time, attacks on Christian communities in the Middle 
Belt decreased, and Nigerian leaders were taken by surprise and for a brief moment, the violence 
decreased. Unfortunately, the Nigerian government’s ultimate response was to flood Capitol Hill 
with lobbyists claiming the intractable jihadist terrorism is simply the outcome of climate change 
or farmer-herder clashes. Thankfully, we know better and so do you. Meanwhile, the killings 
continue unabated. 
 

7) Country-specific concerns and recommendations for designations and other executive actions are 
included in the attached appendix. 

 
We also request you give Presidential support for the following Congressional Actions: 
 

1) A bill in Congress to Protect Holy Sites. (Draft in progress, soon to be introduced) 
 

2)  A Congressional resolution recognizing religious freedom as a fundamental right (Needs to be 
reintroduced. 118th Congress, S.Res.569, Coons, Lankford, Kaine, and Tillis) 
 

3) Support a Congressional bill to ban lobbying for the Chinese Communist Party (needs to be drafted 
with bipartisan support)  
 

4) Support Representative Chris Smith’s H.Res.220 119th Congress (2025-2026) “Expressing the 
sense of Congress regarding the need to designate Nigeria a Country of Particular Concern for 
engaging in and tolerating systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom, and 
for other purposes.” 
 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE:  
Save the Persecuted Christians Areas and Countries Situation Reports and Recommendations for 
Action are available here. These reports and recommendations will be updated regularly, so watch this 
space. | https://savethepersecutedchristians.org/topline-area-country-sit-reps-and-recommended-actions/ 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Frank J. Gaffney, President    Dede Laugesen, Executive Director 
Save the Persecuted Christians  Save the Persecuted Christians 

 
 With our Board of Directors: 
 

https://savethepersecutedchristians.org/topline-area-country-sit-reps-and-recommended-actions/
https://savethepersecutedchristians.org/topline-area-country-sit-reps-and-recommended-actions/
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Suzanne Grishman 
Executive Director, Mercury One & The Nazarene Fund 
Board Chair, Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
LTG/Rev. William Gerald Boykin, U.S. Army (Ret.)  
Vice President, Family Research Council 
Board Member, Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
Rev. Kevin Jessip 
President, TheReturn.org 
Board Member, Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
Eric Metaxas 
Host, "The Eric Metaxas Show" 
Board Member, Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
Ann Schockett 
Former President, National Federation of Republican Women 
Board Member, Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
 
And with our Coalition Partners and Friends: 
 
 
Rt. Rev. Keith Lynn Ackerman, SSC, DD  
Bishop Emeritus, Anglican Diocese of Quincy 
Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) 
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) 
 
Milton Keith Andrews 
The Right Reverend 
Diocese of Western Anglicans 
 
Rev. Dr. Oluwasayo Ajiboye, Ph.D. 
President and Founder 
Mission Africa International 
 
Karmella Borashan 
Advocacy Director 
Susek Evangelistic Association 
 
Kim Bongiorno 
Co-Partner 
Buyer's Information Service, Inc. 
 

Rt. Rev. Dr. Derek S. Jones 
Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) 
Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion) 
Anglican Office for Government and International 
Affairs 
 
Dr. Gordon James Klingenschmitt, Ph.D. 
Chaplain 
Pray In Jesus' Name Ministries 
 
Kelly Kullberg 
General Secretary 
American Association of Evangelicals (AAE) 
 
Reggie Littlejohn 
President 
Women's Rights Without Frontiers 
 
Col. Rob Maness, USAF (Ret.) 
Longtime Human Rights Defender 
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Drew Bowling 
IRF Summit 
Congressional Chair 
 
William Brown 
Longtime Human Rights Activist 
Grassroots Leader 
Save the Persecuted Christians 
 
Douglas Burton 
Managing Editor, TruthNigeria.com 
Equipping the Persecuted 
 
Christine Coleman 
Senior Pastor 
Blazing Holy Fire Church 
 
Dee A. Cook 
CEO 
Indigenous Ministries International 
 
John Czwartacki 
Principal 
Next Level Strategy 
 
Peggy Dau 
Co-Founder 
NationsNet.org 
 
Prof. Robert A. Destro 
Professor of Law 
The Catholic University of America 
 
Dr. Pastor William Terrence Devlin, Ph.D. 
President and Founder 
WidowsAndOrphans.info 
 
Stephen S. Enada 
Co-Director 
International Committee on Nigeria 
 
Kamal Fahmi 
Founder 
Set My People Free 
 

Faith J. H. McDonnell 
Director of Advocacy  
Katartismos Global 
 
Allen Morris 
President 
Concerned Methodists, Inc. 
 
Jennifer Z. Noyes 
Executive Director 
New Wineskins Missionary Network 
 
Michael Onisick 
Longtime Human Rights Activist  
Focus on Iraq & Afghanistan 
 
Mona K Oshana 
President and Director 
Power of Three, Nonprofit Organization 
 
George Parker 
Founder 
Revealing Light Ministries 
 
Dr. Jorge Parrott, Ph.D. 
President 
Christ’s Mandate for Missions 
 
Matias Perttula 
Director  
Save Armenia: A Judeo-Christian alliance 
 
Lt. Col. Ronald Polomsky, USAF (Ret.) 
Knight of Columbus (Colorado state organization) 
Christian Persecution Advocate 
 
John Prabhudoss 
Immediate Past Executive Director 
Federation of Indian American Christians of North 
America 
 
Shakeel Raphael 
President 
American Defenders for Persecuted Humans 
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William A. Finlay 
Missionary 
Mordecai Mission 
 
Kevin D. Freeman 
Founder 
National Security Investment Consultant Institute 
(NSIC)  
 
Ellen Grigsby 
Strategic Relationships Director 
Frontlines International 
 
Anne Hendershott 
Professor of Sociology 
Franciscan University of Steubenville Ohio 
 
S. Bryan Hickox 
Chairman of the Board 
The Jesus Alliance 
 
Lauren Homer 
President 
Law and Liberty Trust 
 
Martha Hudson 
Middle East expert  
Christian Persecution Advocate 
 
Mariam Ibraheem 
Survivor 
Persecuted for being Christian  
 
Emmanuel Ihim 
Director 
Diaspora Alliance (Nigeria) 
 
Summer Ingram 
VP of Strategic Affairs 
Liberty Counsel 
 

The Honorable George K Rasley, Jr. 
Ordained Elder 
Presbyterian Church 
 
Dr. Gloria Samdi Puldu, Ph.D. 
President 
LEAH Foundation 
 
Judd T Saul 
Executive Director 
Equipping the Persecuted 
 
Dr. Karen W Siegemund, Ph.D. 
President 
American Freedom Alliance 
 
Mark A. Singer 
Co-founder 
Moral Action Ministry 
 
Mat Staver 
Founder and Chairman 
Liberty Counsel 
 
John Stemberger 
President 
Liberty Counsel Action 
 
Patricia Streeter 
Co-leader 
Anglican Persecuted Church Network 
 
Seth Tweeddale 
Pastor  
Turning Point USA (TPUSA) Faith, Grace 
Community Church 
 
Elizabeth Yore, Esq. 
Founder 
YoreChildren 
 
Pastor Gregory Young 
President, Faith Harvest Church 
Host, Chosen Generation Radio 
 

 


